
Blessed EUSTAQUIO van LIESHOUT sscc



Born on 
November 3, 1890

in AARLE RIXTEL

(Diocese of 
S’Hertogenbosch)

in the north Brabant 
(The Netherlands)



 His parents:  
Wilhelmus
van Lieshout
and
Elisabeth 
van den 
Meulenhof, 
Farmers.

Eustaquio is the 8th 
of 11 children. 





Parish of Beek en Donk, 
where he was baptized

1890, November 3  













September 10, 
1913: 

Joined the 
novitiate, in  

Tremelo (in Belgium,
where Fr. Damien was 

born).

When taking the 
habit he changed 

his name to 

Eustaquio.



Dispersion of Novitiate 
(before finishing) due 
to the presence of the 
German military forces.

Eustaquio went to the 
religious Convent of the 
Schijndel Sisters in Den 
Dungen to which his 
own sister belonged. 





SSCC student of Theology…









• He is 29 years old, just 
ordained and in August 1, 
1919 is appointed as socius  
of Novitiate in Vileringsbeek 
(Holland), for some months…

…and he is sent,  in March 1, 1920, 
as chaplain to Belgian glass 
workers in Maassluis (Holland), 
for two years.



After that 
service he 

received the 
title of 

“Knight of 
the Order of 
the Belgian 

Crown”.



• He became Vicar in 
the parish of 
Roelofarendsceen, 
Holland (1922, 
February 25).

In 1924 he began preaching 
and giving retreats in 
several places in Holland…



1924: the Dutch 
Province began to look for 

an area of mission in 
Latin America (Uruguay…) 

Fr. Eustaquio van 
Lieshout, Fr. Egidius

(Gil) van den Boogaart
and Fr. Matthias van 

Rooij were appointed to 
the future mission.

They traveled to Miranda 
de Ebro (Burgos, SPAIN) 

to learn Spanish…
but finally Brazil was the 

option…



Fr. Eustaquio left 
Amsterdam for Brazil, on 
April 23, 1925, with  
Fr. Gilles van de Boogaard
and Fr. Mathias van Roy.

The Provincial Father, 
Norbert Poelman, 
accompanied this first 
Dutch group to Brazil.
They sailed in the ship 
“Flandria” 





Long live the Sacred Heart of Jesus! 
Everything is going well. The ship is now in 
route to Ijmuiden. So far no problems. Time is 
magnificent. There are several church board. 

The cabins are gorgeous. We are very happy.
At this time Father Aloysius is on my side.
Until next time. Let's remind each other. 
Your grateful son and brother.                      

Eustaquio, ss.cc.  



May 12, 1925: 
The group 
arrived in 

Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil.





“Água Suja” (Dirty water)
named so because of color of the water of the river after 

washing
and rinsing minerals.

A remote place, particularly famous for a shrine to 
Our Lady of Abadia, attended by thousands of pilgrims.





He spent much time attending to 
the spiritual and physical needs of 

the sick.

He was pastor for 10 years
(1925-1934)

Initially the SSCC Fathers 
were unwelcome, but 
soon the situation 
changed. Eustaquio 
reorganized the rites of 
pilgrimage, renewed the 
Catholic life of his 
parishioners and began 
building a new church. 



Pilgrims to the Shrine 



The Shrine of Our Lady of Abadia under renovation 



Pilgrims come from all over: 
some fifty thousand pilgrims, 
accompanied by three thousand 
bullock carts. Many want to 
fulfill the promise to Mary. 
The bishop, accompanied by 
several priests, also participates 
in the celebration. In addition to 
the procession and acts in the 
church, there are fairs, festivals, 
parades, fireworks, without 
forgetting the bordellos
naturally . 

The shrine before and after 
the arrival of the SSCC.



With the bishop and other SSCC



SSCC missionary group in Brazil



Fr. Eustaquio
with his 
people

He organized a procession of the 
Blessed Sacrament, with the 
individual blessing of each patient. 
What most impresses people is the 
great concern of Eustaquio for the 
sick.



Fr. Gil van den Boogaard 
and Fr. Matthias van 
Rooij departed, the first 
to found a college in 
Araguari and the second 
in Patrocinio.

Other sscc arrived in 
their support. There 
were also some lay 
brothers for manual 
work or attend the 
sacristy…

Fr. Eustaquio at the SSCC 
house in Agua Suja



He became very popular 
and appreciated. 



In 1935 he receives 
obedience to go to 

Poá, 
near Sao Paulo. 

The people of the parish 
organized themselves to 
prevent his departure. 
A farewell party takes 
place and he must leave 
Agua Suja almost 
clandestinely.





On February 15, 1935, Eustaquio and two sscc Fathers 
are welcomed with great joy in Poá, a city in the 
metropolitan area of Sao Paulo. The chapel of Our Lady 
of Lourdes was made into parish church and Eustaquio 
was named pastor.

   
(1935-1941)



After months of work he had to 
take vacation in the Netherlands. 
On December 24 he arrives at 
Antwerp (Belgium) and he spent 
Christmas Day  in Ginneken. 

The next day he is received solemnly in 
the parish of Beek en Donk. 
He was received with all honors in his 
hometown, even with arches.



He blessed the marriage of his younger sister Jaantje. 
His solicitude also extends to patients who are not family 

and to the elderly.



He went to visit his religious sisters, Sister Faustina and Sister Pacific



He preaches in various 
parishes, visit monasteries… 
collects money for the 
mission…

In July 1936 it's time for his 
return to Brazil. His family 
accompanies him to 
Antwerp where he takes the 
boat; the Fr. Provincial goes 
with him to France. 

He carries twelve boxes full 
of material and a good sum 
of money.  



Back in Poá…

The last Sunday of 
July, 1936, is 
festively received by 
his parishioners in 
Poa

He resumes his 
ministry and retakes 
an activity that is 
always so dear to 
him: visiting the sick



With the money he brought he started to build a new rectory



He also builds a grotto of the Virgin, where 
he installed a system for holy water.



Eustaquio brought  from Holland a relic of St. Joseph. He touched it to a 
large piece of fabric, then cut the fabric  into pieces. He  attached a piece on 
a card with a prayer.
He had also brought a few bottles with water from Lourdes, to give to the 
sick. With this Christian weapon , he intended to bring the battle to the 
“espiritistas” on their own ground, because they, in their healing sessions, 
often practiced water sprays, accompanied by mysterious formulas.

Progressively , 
he was 
becoming 
famous and 
many people 
started to come 
to seek his 
blessing, his 
advice and holy 
water.



A day in Poá…
Each train brings to Poa
crowds of pilgrims, who 
immediately run to the 
rectory to get a number to 
have an interview with  Fr. 
Eustaquio. They come from 
everywhere, from all states 
of immensely large Brazil. 
When he celebrates Mass, 
the church is always full. 

After confessing the faithful then he receives the pilgrims in the small 
parish hall until six o'clock. He eats a piece of bread and some bananas. 
At eight the door is closed. Pilgrims who have not been received seek 
somewhere to spend the night. Eustaquio then goes in a large private car 
to Sao Paulo praying the breviary. Along a predetermined itinerary, he 
visits and blesses the sick. Back around ten or eleven at night, he rests 
awhile and reads the newspaper to see what is written about him.



The city is faced with the problem of organizing the pilgrims and properly 
addressing their needs.



NEWSPAPER HEADLINES 
(1941) 

"There is a priest in Poa
that works miracles!" 

"The holy Father of Poa
continues to work 
miracles" 

“The Saint of Poa pursued 
by his popularity"





Given the problems created and the 
pressures applied, the Provincial 
decided to take Eustaquio out of Poá. 
Eustaquio obeyed immediately, leaving 
discreetly Poa on May 13, 1941 to go 
to the State of Minas Gerais to the 
houses of the Congregation. 

But whether in Mogi das Cruzes, Campos 
do Jordao, Campinas, Uberaba, Patrocinio, 
or Araguari … immediately people 
recognized him and flocked to him.



After spending a month in the 
interior area, he returned to Sao 
Paulo, to the neighborhood of 
Villa Prudente. 

Then he was sent to Rio de Janeiro. On July 1, early in the 
morning, Fr. Eustaquio and Fr. Gil arrived in Rio. In the afternoon 
Cardinal Leme received them. The prelate asked that, if 
possible, to keep secret Eustaquio's presence to prevent any 
flood of people. But soon his presence became known, and the 
belief, that thanks to Fr. Eustaquio´s prayer,  a paralyzed lady 
has regained mobility… and again madness arrived.



So, the solution found was to send Fr. Eustaquio, under the 
pseudonym of "Father José”, to the property of Sao Jose in 
Rio Claro, whose owner, Dr. Lineu Machado, was willing to 
welcome  him . (July 9, 1941) 



Why to be hidden? This is the will of the Nuncio. 
In recent times  some  cures have occurred with a 
blessing that I have given to one or another 
unhappy sick, and now the people and the clergy 
persecute me for other cures. You understand that 
this causes riots. But the biggest fear was that I 
came suspended, if I do not remain hidden, as I am 
now provisionally "

From that place he wrote to Fr. Provincial, in Holland: 



Finally, after almost five months,  
he was sent to Patrocinio (Minas 
Gerais) , where he would begin to 
exercise the ministry, but with 
certain restrictions and in 
accordance with a strict regulation. 
Fr. Eustaquio fully accepted the 
obedience, without any reply. He 
could only say Mass and some 
confessional ministry in limited 
hours. 

After some time, he was charged 
with the parish of Ibiá, a nearby 
village, where he was for only four 
months (enough time to have a 
hospital half built) 

In Patrocinio



The Archbishop of 
Belo Horizonte, 
Mgr. Antonio Cabral, spoke to 
Father Provincial and offered a 
parish for Fr. Eustaquio in the 
city of Belo Horizonte.

On April 2, 1942 he was 
appointed parish priest of Saint 
Dominic, a poor area in the 
growing city. 



He began to build a church for 
his parish. But here too people 
began to come. However in 
Belo Horizonte it could 
somehow be controlled.

Original chapel of 
the parish

Current church



Ministering 
in Belo Horizonte



In this 
parish, he 
worked 
just a 
year and 
5 months 
…



August 18, 1943: he falls ill by the bite of a tick 
that transmitted exantematic typhus , incurable 
at that time.

On his deathbed he wanted to see once 
more his fellow-pioneer and superior Gil 
van den Boogaart. Once his friend arrived, 
everything was all right, and Eustaquio
could die peacefully. 

It was   August 30, 1943. 



The news spread on the radio; in a few minutes, all the streets surrounding 
the sanatorium where Fr. Eustaquio died, were made  impassable by the 
volume of  people who came. 



August 31, 1943



Fr. Eustaquio’s 
funeral



The people of Belo Horizonte, 
and from other places, who came 
to the funeral, filled the street 
leading to the Cemetery of 
Bonfim for five kilometers. 
Walking quietly they 
accompanied him for the last 
time. Then, for the final stage, his 
remains were shoulder borne.



Fr. Eustaquio’s
burial.
August 31, 1943



In January 1949, the body of 
Fr. Eustaquio was exhumed.

Fr.Eustaquio´s 
relatives



Then, with Fr. Eustaquio's
church in Belo Horizonte 
already finished, a resting 
place in the new church 
was given to his body. 

There also an ever 
increasing number of 
people came to pray at his 
tomb. 



Belo Horizonte June 15, 2006
The Beatification of our brother 

Eustaquio van Lieshout sscc. 
was celebrated with great festivity



The memorial chapel where his 
mortal remains lie was erected  
next to the church of the SSCC, 

popularly known as "Father 
Eustaquio church."

The church has been 
named sanctuary of 
health and peace.



“To gain souls and alleviate pain and 
suffering. This is my great ideal”
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